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Progress to Date
1.1
Treaty Reports

While initially there were legitimate concerns with respect to Lesotho’s ability to submit timely country reports to the relevant treaty bodies, significant progress had indeed been taking place, as recorded in Note to File 14.03.2007, paragraphs 1.1-1.4, in addition to Note to File 16.03.2007, paragraphs 1.1-1.5. 

1.2
Priorities:
The most pressing issues in this regard include the need to finalise the report to the ICESCR, and efforts towards the drafting of the two optional protocols to the CRC. With regards to the former, all documentation is in place to finalise the approval of funds from UNDP for the completion of the report. The retreat is scheduled to take place over four days, however staggered over two weeks (two days per week), from next week depending on availability.
1.3
Meeting with the Inter-sectoral Committee on Human Rights

A productive meeting took place with the Inter-sectoral Committee on March 16th, as reflected in Note to File 16.03.2007. There were no objections raised to the workplan presented. 
1.4
Priorities:
Approval of funds from UNDP to assist the Inter-sectoral Committee in the finalisation of the report to the ICESCR.
1.5
Formation of Project Steering Committee

Good progress has been made in this respect, with the Steering Committee currently consisting of four members: ‘Me Limpho of the Ministry of Gender; Ntate Kolisang, Assistant Registrar to the High Court; Ms. Puleng Mojela of the Law Reform Commission; and Mr. Peter Sakoane of the Lesotho Justice Sector Development Programme (LJSDP). I have also approached the Parliamentary Draftsman’s Office, however they have yet to confirm if they can offer a candidate. In addition, there was a meeting to have taken place with civil society through the medium of the Lesotho Council of NGO’s, however the original meeting scheduled had to be cancelled due to a three day stay-away organised by opposition parties. I attempted to reorganise this meeting however the head of the Council is away for the next week, and will not return until Tuesday, April 10th. Once this meeting does take place, I hope to source another candidate from the civil society sector to sit on the Steering Committee.
1.6
Priorities:

Get confirmation from the Parliamentary Draftsman’s Office on the possibility of a representative sitting on the Steering Committee. Additionally, to rearrange the meeting with civil society to seek a candidate for the Committee.
1.7
Recruitment of Consultant
Upon receiving guidelines from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Pretoria, a draft Terms of Reference (TOR) was developed for the purpose of recruiting the technical expert. The TOR were drafted by ‘Me Leomile and myself, and subsequently submitted to the Governance Unit of UNDP as well as the Pretoria office. Feedback has been received and noted, and necessary changes have been made. On receiving official confirmation and acceptance on the terms of the TOR from all parties, it will then be resubmitted to the Pretoria office, where the OHCHR will thereupon source a suitable consultant.
1.8
Priorities:

Confirm final draft of TOR with the Governance Unit, in addition to the PS, and submit to the OHCHR in Pretoria for sourcing of candidate.

1.9
Joint Sensitisation Conference 
To ensure greater Parliamentarian attendance/participation, the possibility of arranging a joint sensitisation conference on the issue of the benefits in establishing a National Human Rights Commission for Lesotho, and HIV & AIDS issues, was discussed between myself and Mr. Dyfan Jones. Furthermore, as we both intended arranging our individual conferences within the same timeframe, we thought it would be more feasible that we collaborate to ensure the cooperation of the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate. It would appear far more unlikely that they would permit Parliamentarians to attend two separate conferences within such a short timeframe. However, this effort is not, and will not, attempt to dilute the focus of either issue. It has received the official support of the Ministry of Justice, Human Rights and Correctional Services, and we are just waiting on similar support from the Clerk of the Senate, and the Clerk of the National Assembly. We do not foresee their objection to the proposal. The official format of the conference has yet to be developed, however it is envisaged that it will be no more than two days, with one day devoted to presentations/discussions on the NHRC; the second obviously with regards to HIV & AIDS issues. It does not need to be explained either that both areas are not by any means mutually exclusive, and of course, the issue of HIV & AIDS is very much a human rights issue, with regards to access to treatment and discrimination on the grounds of being an HIV & AIDS sufferer, as reflected in discussions and workshops that have already taken place.
1.10
Priorities:

Submit signed letter from Ministry of Justice requesting UNDP’s assistance, and approach Governance Unit around requesting the permission of the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate for Parliamentarians attendance.

1.11
The Provision of Internet Access for the Ministry of Justice, Human Rights & Correctional Services
Reflecting overall project activities, efforts are also to be made towards the provision of internet access for the Ministry of Justice. The Human Rights Unit does not, and has not had internet access. When ‘Me Leomile needs to send or check her e-mails, she is obliged to go to a local internet café for this purpose. Overall, bar an unreliable system for the PS, there is not internet access for the administrative section of the Ministry of Justice, Human Rights & Correctional Services. 
1.12
Therefore, I have been requesting local internet providers to look into the possibility of establishing a reliable internet service for up to five machines within the Ministry. However, I have been informed that the PS has already paid Telecom Lesotho to install an internet system, though they have failed to do this thus far. Furthermore, the computers within the Ministry are in need of replacing. Most are quite dated, and any that I have used, have been virus infected. Therefore, I am requesting a meeting with the PS to discuss the provision of internet access within the Ministry, in addition to purchasing new computers. 

1.13
Priorities:
Arrange meeting with the PS to discuss the above-mentioned issues.
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